
Reception Newsletter  
January 2024: Spring Term  

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Happy New Year! 
Welcome back to a new half term. We hope you all had a lovely Christmas break. 
Thank you to everyone for all the lovely gifts, cards and festive good wishes.  
 
The topic this half term is ‘Here, there and everywhere’ We will be doing lots of different 
activities relating to this topic. 
One of our focus stories this half term is ‘Otto the Book Bear’ by Katie Cleminson.  We 
will also be focusing on non-fiction texts about different countries and learning how to 
use an atlas.  
Eric our book bear will continue to choose children to go home with for the night.  If 
your child is chosen to take Eric home, can we remind you please to read the book in his 
suitcase with your child and if you are able to upload an observation onto tapestry.  The 
children have really enjoyed looking at each other’s observations on our white board.  
 
In Literacy we will be doing lots of reading, writing, drama, etc, all based on our topic. 
Most children will read to us twice every week, once independently and once as part of 
a guided reading group with children of a similar ability. The days may vary so it is very 
important their reading folder is in school every day.  
It is important that your child has lots of reading practise to support their fluency and 
word recognition.  To develop our reading skills further we will continue to discuss key 
features of a book; looking at cover, author, illustrator, pictures, words, blurb, etc. We 
will begin to retell and sequence stories recognising the beginning, middle and end of 
each story, therefore it is important that we talk a lot about the stories we have read 
after we have read them. We will then begin to identify the similarities and differences 
within stories, which will support our own story retelling, imaginative storytelling and 
writing. 
 
The children will continue to have a daily phonics session where we learn letter sounds, 
how to write them correctly and word building e.g. ch-i-ck, sh-i-p, etc. We are 
encouraging the children to write for themselves as often as possible, sounding out the 
words and attempting to form the letters correctly. We encourage them to use capital 
letters, finger spaces and full stops correctly in sentences.  
There are some children who are still learning to write their whole name. We are 
continuing to practise at school but please keep practising at home too. 
 
In Maths the children will be continuing to develop their understanding of number; 
reciting, counting, recognising, ordering and writing numbers correctly.  We will be 
making sets of 5 in different ways and learning that there are many ways to make 5 but 
the result is always the same.  We will develop this further by recognising 1 more 1 less 



than a given number to support early addition and subtraction skills. We do lots of 
counting forwards and backwards in steps of one but now also in tens, twos and fives. 
The children will also continue to develop their understanding of shape in maths and be 
introduced to different forms of measurement when we look at size, mass and capacity. 
 
Through weekly Personal, Social and Emotional (PSED) sessions the children will look at 
their dreams and goals. We will continue to develop our confidence. We will practise 
setting ourselves challenges and goals and learning how to persist even if something is 
difficult. We will practise working in teams and pairs to achieve, which will mean helping 
and supporting our friends too. We will also continue our R.E sessions which will cover 
Holi and Chinese New Year.  
 
The children will continue to do P.E. on a Wednesday. This half term we will be taking 
part in P.E EVERY WEDNESDAY.  Please make sure your child comes to school in 
their P.E. kit on that day.  Long hair should be tied and back and please remove any 
earrings before the day.  
 
As the weather is likely to get colder, please send the children with hats, gloves and 
scarves. Again, please name them. Whenever possible we take the children outside 
and it is essential that we can wrap up warm. 
 
Please remember if your child does something at home to make you proud, please put it 
on an observation on Tapestry for us to see. 
 
Thank you to everyone who completes homework. The homework set will be on Tapetsry 
every Friday.  It will support what we are learning at school and so we would 
appreciate it if you could complete the work set if possible.  
 
If you have any questions or worries, please do not hesitate to see one of us. Our 
priority in a morning is to get the children in safely and start their day, but we can 
always arrange a time to see you at another time. 
 

Many thanks for your continued support, 
 

The Reception Team  
😊  


